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ÅClose to 80% of Africans depend on Agriculture

ÅMost cultivate less than 2 ha

ÅLow productivity fuels cycle of hunger/poverty

ÅHigh potential to increase productivity, transform 

agriculture/economies

African Agricultureðchallenges and opportunities



Source:  FAOSTAT (2001)   
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Root cause  of African food crisis: low productivity of 

staple food



Agricultural based growth benefits Africaôs poor



Africa urgently needs a Green Revolution

A unique Green Revolution that targets smallholders to:

ÅIncreasing productivity of staple food crops

ÅIncrease incomes and food security

ÅAdvance equity

ÅProtect the environment/ensure sustainability



Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA)

ÅProvide a platform that enables effective alliances of 

diverse constituents to address agricultural productivity

ÅSupport the development/dissemination of productivity 

technologies to increase agricultural productivity

ÅPromote evidence-based policiesïresearch, advocacy, 

parliaments etc.ïincentives to promote technology uptake

ÅIdentify and fill financing and human resource gapsð

mobilizing resources in support of a green revolution

ÅDemonstrate options to catalyze a green revolution --

influence smallholder farmers, governments, partners and 

development practitioners /deliver effective programs 
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AGRA STRATEGY
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AGRAôs strategy to build resilience to climate change



AGRAôs Strategy addresses four key questions:

¸How do climate change scenarios impact smallholder 

agricultural systems?

¸How will the success of AGRAs investments be 

affected by climate change?

¸What are the threats / opportunities of climate change 

for AGRA?

¸What are the viable options for AGRA to build 

agricultural resilience to climate change/assist 

smallholders to do so?

Objectives



¸ Used 4 climate models in analyzing 

the impacts of climate change on:

¸ Smallholder agriculture in 6 

countries, covering 12 AEZs

¸ 12 staple food 

Ethiopia

Ghana

Kenya

Mozambique

Mali

Niger

ApproachðRigorous analysis/scope



¸ Inputs and vetting by:

¸ Close interaction with 5 core 

scientific experts é

¸é and consultation with over 20 

intl. institutions EXPERTS

ApproachðHigh caliber of expertise


